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Hetzner node setup



Pick a dedicated instance exposing hardware virtualization

Since you need hardware 
virtualization exposed, cloud 
VMs won’t do.

Pick a dedicated instance, 
click “configure”. For 
instance on one of those:
https://www.hetzner.com/de
dicated-rootserver/matrix-ex/

https://www.hetzner.com/dedicated-rootserver/matrix-ex/
https://www.hetzner.com/dedicated-rootserver/matrix-ex/


Add an external hard-drive

You now need to add an 
external device without any 
sort of formatting, that will be 
used for the devmapper 
snapshotter thinpool 
provisioning. What does that 
mean? It means it will be used 
as ephemeral storage for the 
VM sandboxes. For instance, 
add the cheapest one: 960GB 
NVMe SSD, bringing you to ⅜ 
used drive slots. 



From the rescue system

When booting from the rescue system, type “installimage” to choose an OS to 
install. Pick your OS. I tested only Ubuntu 24 Noble so far.



Keep the last drive unformatted, without SWRAID

Make sure you comment the 
third device, and that you 
decrease the SWRAID level 
from 5 to 1. Then click “save” 
and “quit”.



Reboot

Once OS install is 
completed, type “reboot” 
and press enter.


